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Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana was born on May 6, 

1923 in London, the eldest child of HRH Prince Mahidol of Songkla and 

HRH Princess Mother Sri Nagarindra.  She was the elder sister of HM 

King Ananda Mahidol (Rama VIII) and HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej 

(Rama IX), the only princess in the world to be the sister of two kings. 

 

Having spent most of her early years abroad and graduating from 

Lausanne University, HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana returned to Bang-

kok in 1950 to teach French language and literature at Chulalongkorn 

and Thammasart Universities for 25 years. She also sought new meth-

ods and theories to improve the teaching of language and frequently 

gave advice to teachers of language and literature. The Princess 

founded the Association of Teachers of French in Thailand, aimed at 

improving teaching methods and promoting research into language, art, 

and culture at all levels and in all disciplines. The Princess served as 

President of the Association from 1977 to 1981, and has been the 

Honorary President up to the present. 

As a keen educator, Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana 

realizes the importance of basic education, at both pre-school and 

primary levels, for the improvement of peopleõs quality of life. During 

her trips together with the late Princess Mother to remote areas of 

the country, she took on the task of experimenting with educational 

tools and toys developed by the Association of University Women 

Foundation, so that effective educational media for elementary stu-

dents nationwide could be developed.  

 

In addition, she wrote several popular books about her parents. 

"My father was a doctor and my mother a nurse: I suppose that has 

something to do with my work," she once said. "I lived a long time in 

Switzerland and when I came back to Thailand, I saw there was much 

to be done in every domain." 

 
HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana was revered for her untiring patronage 

of charities and the arts. She and the Princess Mother established vari-

ous medical and public health foundations and HRH Galyani energeti-

cally promoted the arts, both Thai and Western. 

 

 
HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana passed away at Siriraj Hospital on Wednesday, January 2, 2008, she was 

84 years old. The NIST Alumni Association joined the Thai Nation in mourning the passing of HRH Prin-

cess Galyani Vadhana, Krom Lung Narathiwas Rajanagarindra, 1923-2008. 
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The NIST community was honored to receive HRH 

Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn who graciously 

opened the Creative Arts Building on Thursday, 

January 10, 2008.  

 
HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn was wel-

comed by the Headmaster, Mr. Simon Leslie, Dep-

uty Head and Director of Academic Studies, Mr. 

Adrian Watts, and students. After being seated, Mr. 

Chaipatr Srivisarvacha, the President of the Execu-

tive School Board, in his welcoming speech, said,  

 
òYour Royal Highness, on behalf of the Foundation for 

International Education, the schoolõs executive board, 

the Parent/Teacher Association of the New International 

School of Thailand, the student councils, and the NIST 

Alumni Association and the Social Welfare Committee, 

teachers and students of the New International School 

of Thailand, I would like to express our deepest grati-

tude to Your Royal Highness who has graciously agreed 

to preside over the opening of our Creative Arts Build-

ing.ó 

 
Mr. Srivisarvacha then provided Her Royal High-

ness with a brief introduction to the New Interna-

tional School of Thailand.   

 
òThe New International School of Thailand, NIST, was 

established in 1992 under the supervision of the Office 

of Private Education Commission, Ministry of Education. 

The school is located on 21 rai of land belonging to the 
Church of Christ in Thailand who has leased the land to 

the school. 

 
The United Nations International Education Committee 

was established to set up the school and help draft our 

original constitution. The first license holder was Profes-

sor Umphon Phananchet, who worked for the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 

the Pacific (ESCAP). NIST opened on August 13, 1992, 

with 502 students and 60 teachers with classes from 

Early Years to Year 9.  

 
Over the years we have grown and have succeeded in 

our original goals to provide a truly international educa-

tion. We are continuously improving not only our facili-

ties but the high quality of education we provide at 

NIST and now have an international reputation for 

delivering the prestigious IB programme. 

 
On todayõs auspicious occasion, I would like to thank 

Your Royal Highness for honoring us with Your visit and 

inaugurating our latest addition to our schoolñ the 

NIST Creative Arts Building.  I hope Your Royal High-

ness will enjoy the tour of the classes, theatre and 

Charnvirakul Library; I would now like to invite Your 

Royal Highness to open the building . May it please 

Your Royal Highness.ó 

 
The Princess presented pins to donors of one of 

her foundations, the Children Education Foundation 

and officially opened the Creative Arts Building. Be-

fore departing she took a tour of the building as well 

as  arts and music classes, and visited the library .  

 
Thanks to Ramon Sachdev (ô06), Wanvipa Bandid-

wongpaisan (õ06), and Paramee Smittinet (õ06) for 

representing NIST Alumni at the ceremony.  
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