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Congratulations to the Class of 2008!

nStay Committed to Your Deci si
Ap p r o aTonhRobbins

one.

Mr. Simon Leslie, the Headmaster, wished the clas
2008 genuine happiness and success in the chall
that await them as they embark on a wonderful jour
into a new and exciting world. He addressed the c
telling them that they have become very important
NIST; we hope that they will have a great influence
others as they move beyond the boundaries of sed

dary education.

ONI ST has taken on a

years in an attempt to inspire and empower each

dent to pursue individual excellence and to enrich

world. | hope that we have been successful in this en-

deavour and that you take with you ability, and more importantly, a desire to effect change. As we all kn
world is continuing to undergo enormous change at the present time with rising food costs and major
disastersd some of which are very close to hontethus ensuring that the inhabitants of this planet continu
struggle to make their own ends meet. The cost of oil alone and the affect that it has on the cost of othe

modities is the hot topic of the moment.

I n 1998, when you were all/l in Year 3, oi l cost
Things are changing, and probably more quickly than we would like: oil closed on US markets two days &
$134.87, the difference a decade and the waking economies of Asia make, in a market where supply
anddemand unquenchable. Futures contracts are trading vigorously right now for a 2016 oil price of $
Who knows what they will be? Oil prices will probably go only one way from here. Perhaps it will reach

a barrel. It was only a short time ago when we thought that $100 was impossible. Food as well: Corn is
at US$6.08 a bushel, up 70% in the past year alone. Soya is US$13.56, up around 100% in the past

Wheat is $7.79 a bushel, up 50%.

We will look back at 2008 and wonder whether this was the moment in time that people and politics wo
to the possibility that something had to change? That the assumptions of growth and consumption t

been taken for granted since the closure of the fields could no longer be sustained?

The most important lesson that we might be about to learn, and the challenge for contemporary politics,
we are faced with an emerging situation whose solution lies outside the cut and thrust of adversarial poli

cannot go on like this, and our leaders will have to help define new paths and not just score points.

The people of the world are becoming more and more dependent upon each other as costs and a rapidl
ing environment leaves the poorer people of the world in an ever increasing place of struggle and in
poverty. It is appropriate therefore that this year your guest speaker is someone who has demonstrated
cal and meaningful change overthepast3d year s. I hope that Khun Me
of the world can also be an example to each and every one of you as you head off on your next great
and challenge that confronts you and that you are able to distinguish between your own personal needsjii
needs of those who are less fortunate than all of us who sit in this room today. | would like to think that
has empowered you to lead, an ability to make unselfish useful independent decisions, to set quality

and to make a genuine difference in bettering the world for others.

(cont dd




Commencementii Mr. Simon Leslie, Headmaster

During the course of this academic year, NIST hThe NI ST Year 1306s of 200

pursued its theme of the environment and last ye bility and indeed opportunity in front of them. In many

when | spoke at the graduation ceremony, | spolways the world is in your hands along with the many
about the external and internal environments and tf graduates around the world who will share this respon-
challenges facing us all. Those challenges have sibility this year. It is daunting and challenging. You hav
diminished during the past 12 months and remain o however been given the skills and knowledge to take up
of the great chall enges the challenge and for the sake of mafiyncluding theh €

their place on a decision making stage. audience today | wish you success with it.

We have tried to take up the challenge with our owi At the end of this ceremony the class of 2008 will no
community this year when trying to show others the longer be a part of NIST as you have known it; however
we can each make a difference. The Tree Planting you will then become members of another organization.
at Baan Pru Yang Village in Ratchaburi when over : This is called the NIST Alumni organization. The NIST
parents, students and staff planted 4,700 trees in Alumni has, as one of its chief aims, a desire to ensure
minutes proved that a great deal can be done inthat contact remains between each of you; between
short time by a few people. yourselves and other Alumni members throughout the
world; and of course that a connection remains intact
It is also pleasing to see the changes taking placi between yourselves and NIST. You will be pleased that
our NIST campus at the present time as we attem your secondary schooling has now finished. You will
to transform it from a predominately concrete envi probably not have time nor probably the inclination, to
ronment to a greener, shady and therefore mor think much about your old school in the foreseeable
pleasant environment. future. However, in time, you will. You will lose contact
with some of your friends in the interim as you focus on
During the course of this year, | have had the gotyour new life of university or other pursuits which await
fortune to come across a number of former NIS  you. One day you may well awake one morning to say:
students and the first thing that they talk abodits 61 wonder what happened t
not the buildings, or the programmes or the facilitie Alumni is to be there for you in case you wish to con-
it is always the sam8 the teachersd they are who tact former friends, and for that time when you want to
they ask after. They are the people with whom YcC reconnect with NIST.
make your academic engagement each year. It is t
who have made a difference during your stay. It m Today your feelings will be mixed. You are leaving a
not have always been pleasant for you; you may h place which has been for you, partly home and for some
been pressured or cajoled or gently persuaded to ti of you & for a very long time indeed. In fact this year
harder - to find alternatives, to seek different option: there is a very select group of people that NIST has
in your studies. come to know very well, and in turn they have come to
know NIST very well indeed. NIST now celebrates the
A number of those people with that influence ar completion of its 18 year since its founding in August,
here todayd but many many more are not here, the' 1992. Some of this year group has been with us for 15
have however contributed towards this ultimati years, since they commenced their schooling in 1993
6school dayd. To the s eseven students | believe. Could those students pléase
leaving NIST, thank you all for helping to make o stand up? In 1993, the school was tentative and stum:
secondary school a good school and for giving you bling a little. At that time, there was great uncertainty
people such as our graduating class of 2008, the about the future of NISTS Khun Mechai can attest to
portunities that they now have. | think you will agre that; however, the parents of these students had great
all of our secondary teacherd deserve a round of faith in the School and have maintained that faith ever

applause. since. | sincerely thank them for that faith.

We are not in the business at NIST of creating higt | could not let this opportunity pass either without con-
educated, but usel ess [gratulating that very special group of people who @re
that and this is where the IB comes to the fore. Th here tonight and who have faced many a challenge | ar
IB recognized, well ahead of its time, that there w sure in bringing each of you to this point in your lives:
more to growing successful young citizens of tt They are the parents and extended family of each anc
world than pure academics. The diversity of its prc every one of you. They will no doubt be very proud this
grammes, the essential components of physical ac evening knowing that they have successfully navigate
ity, of creativity, and service to others, recognizes tt you through your school years. They will no doubt also
fact that successful humans are more than just reci have some apprehension about your immediate future.
ents of academia. It is difficult for parents to say farewell after so many
years. You are entering an exciting phase in your lives; i
Amongst our graduating class today we have so is now Your Turnwhilst your parents are left with chal-
students who have completed in excess of 500 C, lenges of their own. | think it would be appropriate if
hours - that accumulates to about 13 weeks at eig the class of 2008 could acknowledge the support that
hours a day. This is a fantastic statistic and one they have received from their parents with a hearty
which you should be very proud. This graduatingcley o ynd of appl ause. 0o
is described as a lively, enthusiastic, spirited yet h
working group and many of you exemplify the | gimon Leslie
Learner profile. There is a lot of creative talent an yezgmaster
many of you have remained fully involved in evel
leading up to, during and post the diploma exams.

particular note is the Fashion Parade still to come.
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Meet Shreya Agarwalii Our Valedictorian of the Class of 2008

Shreya Agarwal joined NIST in Early Yearsadd is
graduating this year with a predicted score of 45. B
sides being a straight seven in academic course wc
Shreya has been an all round person, and is headin

¥ the University of Columbia.

Mr. Adrian Watts, the Deputy Head of the school
introduced Shreya with pleasure and great pride as
4 student who possesses a lively mind, a stunning in
lect, and a passion for the world of ideas. Shreya ne»
ceases to examine herself or the world around he
0 Wh adiscoVvered about Shreya, beyond her relen
less pursuit of "straight 7s" in academic course wor| ¢
was a measure of what | can only describe as coura_ Y .
The courage to try new things...the courage to stic FElEs
her neck out and be different...the courage to take tt
tough, challenging courses..the courage to persev
on the "fast track" of many competing demands...tl}
courage to become involved with many others i
school and community activities...the courage to
friendly and respectful

In her valedictorian speech, Shreya addressed |
classmates:

oThis is the day we have been looking forward to -
long. We have watched our friends and siblings

; e techniques with which to paint the rest of our lives.
across this stage and now it is finally our turn.

) o ) . To our parents and families, we have achieved success
Today is the culmination of thirteen years of learning jy and out of school but they are your successes too fo
counting with blocks to calculus and from reciting tyoy have given us the confidence to believe in our poter
phabet in kindergarten to reading Shakespeare. It {jg| the opportunity to dream and the desire to excel.
culmination of thirteen years of friendship, thirteen y¢ yoy provided unconditional love and support and believe

change. in our abilities when we doubted ourselves. For that, we

For some of us, NIST has been our home for fiteen 12" YOU-

We spent our childhood running around theovalatrp,  sSeuss once wrot e . o0Yo
being told stories in the library and nurturing unforge haye feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in an
memories. Over the years, we have seen NISTchary i y ect i on you choose. Yo
NIST has watched us grow. Under its shelter, andtyyvh 3t you know. You are t
by the constant guidance from our parents and tea g o . ¢ As we go on to the

we have gradually defined a future. Our future. strokes will become bolder and our colors more vivid. A
graduates, we have already proven that we can achievi

Most of us have discovered ourselves along the W jmportant goals. Let us go forward, set new goals anc
have a good understanding of where we are headecn ever settle for less tha

others stand here today with a blank canvas won

hhqwko_ur lives will turn out.l_ It ishalright tfo wonder, but NiST is proud of you, Shreya, and wishes you well as
think it is important to realize that our future is not s you head to Columbia University in the fall.

thing that just happens to us, it is up to us to shape it.

Today is a celebration of our efforts over the past tr
years. Each and every one of us can look back &
proud of their achievements. We stand here on the
a mountain that we have spent many long and challs
years trying to climb. Needless to say, it has not be
easy climb; it has been a journey of hard work and |
tence. Al ong the way wt
ments, made and lost friends and experienced grief &
To make it to the top feels incredible. To my fellow

mates, we finally made it. Congratulations.

Congratulations not only to us, but to our teacher
mentors, who have been our inspiration and guidec
our quest for knowledge. Thank you for always being
to help us, whether it be in class, in between classe
Saturday morning or even during the holidays. Tha
for giving us the palette and paintbrush and teaching




Success Story ¢é
Hearty Congratul ations to
True VisieBBC Future Journalist Award-2807

Thailand's top two journalism trainees are
off to the BBC for more coaching.

that news t
life, a lot o
people  wilf

Navkiran Narang (002) care about

True VisionsBBC World  Future Journalist gng will wa
Award for 20072008. She, and another €o {5 phelp," sh
winner, beat 20 candidates from various Thai an g4jq.
overseas universities to attend a threesek
intensive training course at the BBC Headqual Ngykiran left
ters in London this coming June. NIST at the
. o . end of yeal
A media communications student at the Univer 15 o finish
sity of Sydney, Kiran will get hards experience  high  schoo
in operation and news production, including i, Perth,
script writing, producing and editing. She wil o ystralia.
observe how news and documents are broadcas ghe went o

under traini_ng frorrl the British Broadcast!ng Cor- g study at the University of Sydney and just com-
porationds professi onappeeda degree majoring in Media & Communica-

. . tions, Information Technology and French. During
Selection was based on fluency of English, nev her studies, she did a couple of internships at televi-
writing ability, listening skills, and current affair gjon stations and loved it so much that she decided
knowledge. After a first round of tests, the con- {5 pyrsue journalism. Back in Bangkok in December,

testants then had to take part in a thre#y  ghe came across a press release in the British Coun-
workshop led by welknown Thai journalists. i | §s news|l etter about t h:¢

Both winners worked hard to be selected by a The rest is history as they say.
panel of judges.

I't was Kiranodos deter mi rnal
ist that drove her to the competition."You can

use journalismespecially television journalismn

help people that need help. For instance there

people in Pakistan who have to sell their kidney

money," she says. "If you work for TV and you

Dar shil S Bxanhplary Be3ut )

Darshil Shah has just completed his second year at the Universl[y
Nottingham with an exemplary exam result at an average of
Darshilds | B score was 44. He
securing 100% in the math exam last year and an average of 9
year. This year, his results are again fantastic. We wish him

best for the coming years.

Well done
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4. 700 Trees in Under One Hour

Family outing and tree planting c

N
Ny

NIST students, parents, and staff spent Saturday morning, ) !
May 3, planting 4,700 trees in honour of the 4,700 stu- e

dents who have attended NIST in its 15 year history. In an F t
attempt to break a record, all of the trees were planted at s
Ban Pru Yang village in Ratchaburi in 58 minutes in coordi- NIST ore
i ith the Thai Royal F D P
nation with the Thai Royal Forestry Department and Plant planted in honor of our 4,700 students E

A-Tree-Today and Ban Pru Yang villagers.

NIST, celebrating its 15 year anniversary atsdyear of on our 15th Anniversary 2007-2008

the environment, decided that planting trees was a great
way to reinforce environmental awareness and taking ac-
tion, as well as raising school spirit with a fun day out in

the country.

According to PATT, NIST is helping not only to increase
Organized with the help of the Pla#:-Tree-Today green areas which are the lungs of the world but also
(PATT) Foundation, the aim of the project was to reforest the local people and communities. This forest site ca
a protected area in Ratchaburi province that has little re- used in the future as a recreation site or an outdoor cld
maining original vegetation. Tree species native to the room. NIST provided the opportunity to establish a cg
area were planted in order to nection with the project
regenerate the soil, bring it bagt and will be able to vis
to a forest and restore the bio the area in the future tg
diversity to the area. The la monitor its success, Vo
used in this project is Gover unteer to assist wit
ment land dedicated to conse upkeep and maintenan
vation. The Tung Luang Co of the forest and expan
munity and the Royal Forestif it if conditions allow.
Department set up
oCommuni ty Fo
to conserve and reforest Bac
Pru Yang, enabling this proje
From the proceeds of its Inte
national Day and donatio
from parent groups, NIST we
able to provide the means fc

this project to proceed.

NIST has worked wit
PATT over the last fe
years on various project
from a school nursery t(
field trips.  This is thd
largest project to date
And one that we hop¢

will be remembered.

According to NIST Headmast §4omiHdfgsonSi mon Leslie, ONI§
was able to take action against climate change reinforcing Development Director
this yeards t he matheoSchodl.Bte- envi ronment
dents, parents and staff had a great time learning and tak-
ing action. It was a meaningful, fun and rewarding activity
for the NIST community to give something back to the
environment while working together with a

local village community and helping impr¢

the quality of the (@

Four bus loads and many more car po
drove the two and a half hours from Bangk:
to the site. A total of more than 250 partic
pants took part in the day. Children a
adults alike waited for the signal to start a
ran up the plantation site hills, planting tre
as instructed by the Royal Forestry empl(
ees. An official stop was called and the ti
recorded. NIST will now submit the reco
for authentication to the Guinness Worl
Book of Records for the most trees planted
one hour by a team. Following the succes
tree planting, the party moved on to lung
and NIST birthday cake in the local temple

was a furfilled atmosphere which all enjoyet
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