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First Ever NIST ReunionñClass of 1997 and more meet at the J. W. Marriott 

 
On Saturday, August 4, 2007, the NIST Class of 1997 held their ten-year reunion here in Bangkok.  Class mem-

bers flew from New York, Singapore and Australia to attend.  It was a great success and many laughs could be 

heard throughout the evening. 

 
In addition to the ten year reunion, an All-Class Reunion was also held 

at the same time.  Class members from 1998 through to the Class of 

2007 joined in the merriment organized by the NIST Alumni Associa-

tion Manager Poonam Sachdev. 

 
Over  90 students, a few teachers, and administration attended the 

cocktail party.  J.C. Ryden, the class of 1997 class representative, gave 

an emotional and stirring speech. NIST, she said, gave her the courage 

and confidence to be come the person she is today.  This was mir-

rored by other alums, including MC Sun-Hye Park from the class of 

1999. 

 

Reminiscing about the old times, J.C. Ryden said, òThey say that the 

only constant is change.  Looking around at all of you, some faces fa-

miliar, some not, I know how true this is.  It has been ten years since I 

left NIST and coming back, the changes are all too apparent.  Not just 

in the school itself, which has grown by leaps and bounds into the type 

of campus those of us who started the school only dreamed about, or 
in Bangkok, which has suddenly sprouted a new airport, new sky train , 

and new underground, but also in me. 

 
òWhen I came to NIST as a founding student in 1992, I was still searching for my self identity, that sense of self 

that would eventually come to define the person I would become.  The five years I spent at NIST were crucial to 

my coming into myself.  In the ten years since, Iõve been gone Iõve yet to duplicate the experiences I had while I 

was at NIST.ó 

 

òTheatre, choir, softball, basketball, Student Council, it seemed like I was involved in everything.  Always part of 

a group, and yet always encouraged to seek out individuality.  Our teachers pushed and prodded all of us to 
succeed, not just in school but in life.  Teachers like Ms. Louise, our music teacher, and Mr. Thom, our IB Coor-

dinator, taught us never to take ônoõ for an answer, and that we should always strive for excellence in everything 

we did.  I know that every teacher I had throughout my five years at NIST had an impact on my life.  Granted, 

that impact may not have always been a positive one, but with any negativity, came the determination to turn it 

into something positive. 
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òI know many of you here 

tonight are looking at me, and 

picturing what I looked like 

when I left.  Ten years ago I 

had a lot more hair and a lot 

less weight.  And Iõm sure 

more than a few of you are 

thinking òWhat happened?ó  

Here is where I struggled 

while writing this speech.  I 
was asked to make a speech 

about how NIST helped make 

me who I am today, but I 

would not be able to really do 

that if I ignored something that is such a 

huge part of myself.  In year 12, I took all my 

experiences, everything Iõd learned, and all 

the confidence Iõd built up over the years 

while being involved in so much, and used 

ité to come out of the closet.  I was able 

to do this only through the support I knew I 

had from my friends and some of my teach-

ers.  It wasnõt easy.  But it was that experi-

ence that helped me build the strength I 

needed to become the person I am now, 

ten years later.ó 

 
òOver the years, Iõve had the opportunity to 

work in the independent film industry, the 

health care industry and now Iõm the head 

of marketing for a development firm in Tuc-

son, Arizona.  I perform with a group who 

does everything from fire eating, dance, stilt 

walking and burlesque to drag.  In every-

thing I do, I make no apologies for who I am.  

I stand tall and take pride in it all, whether it 

is work related, a performance, or 

just every day life. 

 
I know that my life would be con-

siderably different had I gone to 

school in the States.  You donõt 

realize how formative your years 

here really are until you get out 

into òthe real world.ó  Suddenly, 

youõre drawing from the advice of 

teachers, experiences both posi-

tive and not so positive, and the 

life lessons learned while you 

were at NIST.  I wouldnõt trade 

my years at NIST for anything, for without them I 

canõt imagine being the kind of person I am now. 

 
So good luck to the class of 2007 and all the 

graduates to comeé just remember who did it 

all first so that you guys could do it all RIGHT. ò 

 
After some wonderful food and a slide show full 

of old (and fun) photos, a few speeches, and a 

hip hop dance by 2007 graduate Zen Puang-

chompoo, the DJ took over the party.   

Alums from the last ten years mingled and had a 

great time.  It was heard constantly throughout 

the evening that even though this was the first 

occasion of this kind, it will not be the last.  

NISTA is already looking forward to hosting the 

class of 1998 Ten Year and All-Class Reunion. 
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I wouldnõt trade my 

years at NIST for 

anything, for without 

them I canõt imagine 

being the kind of person 

I am now. 
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Sun-Hye Park 

at NIST 1992-1999 

Zen Puangchompoo 

at NIST 1992-2007 

Reunion Committeeñfrom leftñKatie (õ03), Amm (õ03) Bel,(õ03), Phavini 

(õ02), Ravi (õ01), Irene(ô00)õ, Visa (õ99), Rosalind (õ98), and JC (ô97) 

Mirium Koch and  Ken Witoonchart 

at NIST 2002-2005 and 1998-2005 


