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We are gathered here today to celebrate the achievements of the class 

of 2009 of the New International School of Thailand, our dear NIST. I am 

honoured to be standing here before you today, representing the class of 

2009. However, I am sure we all recognise that there are several other, 

equally deserving candidates here among us.  

 

A ceremony like this is a chance to reflect on the past, to enjoy the pre-

sent moment, and to look towards the future.  

 

Over the years we have, as a group, shared several experiences, 

achieved several great things in academics, sports and arts. Of course 

we have also encountered hardships but we always helped each other 

out of it all. We share the common bond of being part of NISTõs class of 

2009 and have built bonds of friendship with each other that I am sure 

will last forever. Overall, we have grown together as a group. I will always 

feel proud to say that I am a part of this group.  

 

Many of us have been together for three graduations now - first our PYP graduation, then MYP graduation and now finally our graduation 

from the IB diploma programme. Each graduation has represented very important stages in our lives and each time we achieved something 

new. From lockers to free periods to the white shirts, which we almost missed out on. However, thanks to our administrators and some of 

our classmates, who worked very hard, we reinstated the white shirts. Now that we look at it, what would we have done without them on the 

last day? How would we have kept up the tradition of shirt signing?  

 

On that day, as I walked out of school, with my multicoloured shirt signed by friends and teachers, I turned and looked back at our school, 

with a sense of nostalgia. After all the time spent in school, I am sure that all of us will find it difficult to leave it behind.  

 

Tonight we are celebrating a culmination of our efforts of the past two years. This is a very special occasion for all of us and I would like to 

take this opportunity, on behalf of the class of 2009, to thank all the people who have helped us along the way. Firstly, a big thank you to all 

our administrators who always ensured that everything ran smoothly for us. I would also like to express our sincere gratitude to all the teach-

ers who have taught us ð right from our elementary teachers to our present teachers, for entertaining our endless enquiries regarding vari-

ous things and for their support and encouragement in our journey through school years. Of course, a special thank you to our very first 

teachers, our parents. They have done a lot for us, but we will never be able to thank them enough for all their support, the faith they had in 

us and for all the sacrifices they have made for us. I am sure that in the past few years, we have also realised the importance of friends. 

These friendships will last forever. We must also appreciate the work of the support staff at school, silent workers we see every day but 

never stop to appreciate.  

 

Today we are standing at the threshold of another stage in life. After this 

graduation, we receive freedom ð freedom to live life the way we want, 

the freedom to make choices, freedom to make our own decisions. For 

some people, the thought of freedom may seem frightening ,while for 

others it may be a welcome treat. However, with freedom comes great 

responsibility. The consequences of our decisions will have a direct 

impact not just on us, but also on the world at large. We have the power 

to make a difference in the world.  

 

Nelson Mandela said òEducation is the most powerful weapon which you 

can use to change the world.ó Throughout our experience at NIST, We 

have all been inspired and empowered to pursue individual excellence 

and to enrich the world. For several years now, we have been participat-

ing in a variety of activities from sports to CAS to arts, each bringing out 

a distinct talent in each one of us. Our task is to combine our talents 

aiming for the betterment of the world. Although from many different 

nations we are part of one community, a global community.  

 

As we leave the security of the familiar environment, we step into a world filled with problems such as recession, global warming, terrorism, 

conflicts, poverty and many more. Here among us are the future doctors, engineers, lawyers, administrators, negotiators, scientists, educa-

tors who will be tackling these problems. For this my friends, I wish you all the best. May your dreams and aspirations come true. Author Dr. 

Seuss once wrote, òYou have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction you choose. You're on 

your own. And you know what you know. You are the guy who'll decide where to go.ó 
 

Once again, dear parents, teachers, school administration, support staff, siblings, friends and all the people who have directly or indirectly 

guided us along the path of life to make us what we are today, thank you. Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

            Thank you  

Neetha Rse Raju 
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A Graduation Ceremony marks the end of a chapter in oneõs education journey and heralds the start of a new one. On Saturday, May 23 

2009, 87 NIST students celebrated one of their finest achievements at the Grand Sheraton Hotel. It was a great honor for the school to 

welcome back one of our NIST alumni as this yearõs commencement speaker. Nikki Asavathorn, Class of 1999, is co-founder of Meet-

nLunch, a Bangkok based matchmaking service. On behalf of NIST, we would like to thanks Nikki for her generous contribution and would 

like to tell her  that we are very proud of her. This yearõs valedictorian student was Neetha Rose Raju. Neetha will attend the University of 

British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada in the Fall of 2009. Below is Neethaõs graduation speech which neatly summarizes  her wonderful 

experience at NIST.  
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Rev Jesse Jackson Visits NIST: 

 
The Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson Sr, Civil Rights leader and activist and President and Founder of the Rainbow/PUSH 

Coalition, returned to Thailand and met NIST students once again as part of the International Peace Foundation's "Bridges

-Dialogues Towards a Culture of Peace" series programme that NIST sponsors.  

 
On Friday, April 24, 2009, the Reverend Jackson delivered a speech to NIST students in Years 11, 12 & 13, as well as 

selected Elementary students, on the topic òBuilding a Culture of Peace and Development in the Globalized World.ó  It was 

the second time that Rev Jackson had met NIST students.  

The first time was in November, 2003, when senior stu-

dents had the opportunity to listen to and meet Rev Jack-

son as part of the same Bridges Peace lecture series. 

 
This time, Rev Jackson had been in the region for about a 

week on the Bridges tour and had also met with Prime 

Minister Abhisit Vejajiva at Government House just before 

arriving at NIST to give his speech. He began on a positive 

note with, òWe try to work to build bridges between na-

tions within South East Asia, between people within these 

regions and people around our world. We live in the one 

world community, sometimes separated by language, but 

connected  by  message,  whatever  the  language  may 

be.  We want to have access to drinkable water and health 

care,  decent  wages,  be free of violence and have a 

chance to become educated and develop our minds and 

our term of years.ó 

 
He continued by focusing on the choices in life that the young audience before him would have to make, òLife is full of 

choices and consequences, I must live by the consequence of the choice I make; therefore I must not self-degrade, self-

destruct, do violence to others unless I want violence onto myself. We choose to live together as brothers and sisters and 

not die apart as fools - red and yellow, brown, black or white we are all precious in the creatorõs sight. Everybody is some-

body. The only justification for looking down on someone is that you want to stop and pick them up.ó   At this stage Rev 

Jackson had begun to involve students and other participants by making them repeat after him. He continued with a key 

point of his message and reiterated that òItõs easier to die than to live, to fight than to think, to use your fist than your 

mind, to stop and give up than to struggle, to tear down than to build up, to hate and be afraid and indifferent, than to 

have courage and love, and live together.ó 

 
In his attempt to foster a global climate of peace, equality and understanding, and how we will all have an active part in 

this, including school students, the decision makers of tomorrow, Rev Jackson emphasised òOur mission is to live together, 

tear down walls and build our bridges. Youõre our future, but youõre not just our future, youõre our right now ð what you do 

affects the world now.ó 

 
Rev Jackson then drew parallels between the multicultural school environment of NIST and how US President Obama was 

partly schooled in Indonesia. He told NIST students of how this kind of pluralistic environment of ethics and religious 

awareness was truly an asset and a foundation upon which the future of NIST students could be based. He discussed our 

common humanity with òYou can dream beyond your predicament. Our religions, ethnicities and cultures may be different, 

but there is a bottom line beyond those, and that is by how we treat the poor in the pit of life, the young in the morning of 

life, the elderly in the sunset of life. Our generation can make the world better...our generation must say to war: no more.ó 
The Reverendõs talk was inspirational, highlighting the importance of education in building a culture of peace. He also drew 

significance to workersõ rights, womenõs rights, childrenõs rights and environmental security. NIST is very grateful for the 

time Rev Jackson has devoted to the School and its students in furthering the goals of òBridges-Dialogues Towards a 

Culture of Peaceó programme. 

 
After the talk, a Year 6 student expressed excitement with her classmates and teachers,  òHe told us ôour young ones can 

be the change, kids are our today as they are our tomorrowõ.  The hope in my heart got stronger every second as he spoke 

words that I could never speak. Some words he said I didnõt understand but I kept on listening and listening and then I 

understood.ó 

 
According to NIST Headmaster, Mr Simon Leslie, òNIST has been supporting the Bridges Dialogues for the past five years 

with a variety of world leaders visiting the NIST campus. The Bridges programme gives young people an opportunity to 

speak with and ask questions of Nobel Laureates and leading world figures who have contributed in a major way to the 

betterment of others. They leave a lasting impression in the minds of young people and enable them to use their dialogue 

to further enhance their knowledge of finding ways to produce peaceful solutions, rather than solutions through conflict.ó 

 

Welcome to the June issue of  NISTAA NEXUS.  
 

As the end of the school year is approaching, there are many exciting events and activities going on in  the school. The 

Graduation Ceremony took place on Saturday, May 23, 2009 at the Grand Sheraton Hotel just a few days after Year 13 

students finished with their IB exams. On Thursday, June 4, 2009, Year 6 students also had their PYP Completion Cere-

mony at the CAB Theatre.  

 

Apart from the formal celebrations to complete the school year, the final weeks of the year were filled with exciting activi-

ties for elementary students. As part of their MYP curriculum, the students went on their Week on the Wild Side (WOW) 

fieldtrips where they travelled to Chiangmai and other provinces. Such trips gave them opportunities to reflect on what 

they studied in the classroom and apply it in a practical framework.  

 

Another great event that happened this year was the visit of Rev Jesse Jackson as part of the International Peace Founda-

tionõs Bridges Program. I would like to share with you the below article written after his  visit to NIST.  

  

               Best wishes and stay in touch,  

                        

     Taranun (Bel) Laoboonchai (ô03),  Alumni Relations Officer  




