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CONGRATULATIONS
TOTHE NIST CLASS OF 2009

|nS|deth|S|Ssue- A Graduation Ceremony marks the end chapter in on&éaye3 ed
2009, 87 NIST students celebrated one of their finest achievements at the Grand Sheraton Hotel. It was a great honor fostheol to
wel come back one of our NIST alumni as this year & soutderofiMeenc e
nLunch, a Bangkok based matchmaking service. On behalf of NIST, we would like to thanks Nikki for her generous contributibwauld

Feature Story 1 like to tell her that we are very proud of her. Th ihesUniyeesityrfd s

British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada in the Fall of 2 0ofAdrful B
experience at NIST.

of 2009 of the New International School of Thailand, our dear NIST. |
honoured to be standing here before you today, representing the class
Message from 2 2009. However, | am sure we all recognise that there are several oth¢
NISTAA equally deserving candidates here among us. E
——

Yy 6 “’l T '1 Y r
We are gathered here today to celebrate the achievements of the cl WNL;L "“ ' ‘

A ceremony like this is a chance to reflect on the past, to enjoy the p
sent moment, and to look towards the future. u
Over the years we have, as a group, shared several experien
Capture the Moment 3 achieved several great things in academics, sports and arts. Of court s
ONI ST Reuni on @eOh@etrlso encountered hardships but we always helped each oth#&s
out of it all. We share the com
2009 and have built bonds of friendship with each other that | am su
will last forever. Overall, we have grown together as a group. | will alw
feel proud to say that | am a part of this group.

Many of us have been together for three graduations nowfirst our PYP graduation, then MYP graduation and now finally our gration

Success Stories 4 from the IB diploma programme. Each graduation has represented very important stages in our lives and each time we achieradtking
new. From lockers to free periods to the white shirts, which we almost missed out on. However, thanks to our administratodssame of
our classmates, who worked very hard, we reinstated the white shirts. Now that we look at it, what would we have done withemt on the
last day? How would we have kept up the tradition of shirt signing?

On that day, as | walked out of school, with my multicoloured shirt signed by friends and teachers, | turned and looked agokr school,
with a sense of nostalgia. After all the time spent in school, I am sure that all of us will find it difficult to leave hibd.
Food For Thought 5
Tonight we are celebrating a culmination of our efforts of the past two years. This is a very special occasion for all ahd$ would like to
take this opportunity, on behalf of the class of 2009, to thank all the people who have helped us along the way. Firstlygahank you to all
our administrators who always ensured that everything ran smoothly for us. | would also like to express our sincere gratitudiéthe teach-
ers who have taught us right from our elementary teachers to our present teachers, for entertaining our endless enquiries mefjag vari-
ous things and for their support and encouragement in our journey through school years. Of course, a special thank you teeyrfirst
teachers, our parents. They have done a lot for us, but we will never be able to thank them enough for all their supportaittethey had in
Keeping in Touch 6-8 us and for all the sacrifices they have made for us. | am sure that in the past few years, we have also realised the impoetahfriends.
These friendships will last forever. We must also appreciate the work of the support staff at school, silent workers we segyeday but
never stop to appreciate.

Today we are standing at the threshold of another stage in life. After t
graduation, we receive freedond freedom to live life the way we wan
the freedom to make choices, freedom to make our own decisions. H
some people, the thought of freedom may seem frightening ,while f
), others it may be a welcome treat. However, with freedom comes gr{
Announcements 9 - "2 e responsibility. The consequences of our decisions will have a dirg
impact not just on us, but also on the world at large. We have the po
to make a difference in the world.

Nel son Mandela said O0Education |
can use to change the world.o6 T

have all been inspired and empowered to pursue individual excellence
and to enrich the world. For several years now, we have been participg

: A A _ ¥ . ‘ ' ’ ing in a variety of activities from sports to CAS to arts, each bringing ol
List of NIST 1013 . a distinct talent in each one of us. Our task is to combine our talents
Members i . aiming for the betterment of the world. Although from many different

nations we are part of one community, a global community.

As we leave the security of the familiar environment, we step into a world filled with problems such as recession, globahiwgy terrorism,
conflicts, poverty and many more. Here among us are the future doctors, engineers, lawyers, administrators, negotiatorsitsti& educa-
Help Us Find You 14 tors who will be tackling these problems. For this my friends, | wish you all the best. May your dreams and aspirations cm@eAuthor Dr.
Seuss once wrote, OYou have brains in your head. You tsaVYoe'rebre
your own. And you know what you know. You are the guy who'l|

Once again, dear parents, teachers, school administration, support staff, siblings, friends and all the people who have ttjirecindirectly
guided us along the path of life to make us what we are today, thank you. Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers.

Thank you|
Neetha Rse Raj




Message from NISTAA

Greetings from NISTAA:
Welcome to the June issue of NISTAA NEXUS.

As the end of the school year is approaching, there are many exciting events and activities going on in the school. The
Graduation Ceremony took place on Saturday, May 23, 2009 at the Grand Sheraton Hotel just a few days after Year 13
students finished with their IB exams. On Thursday, June 4, 2009, Year 6 students also had their PYP Completion Cere-
mony at the CAB Theatre.

Apart from the formal celebrations to complete the school year, the final weeks of the year were filled with exciting activi-
ties for elementary students. As part of their MYP curriculum, the students went on their Week on the Wild Side (WOW)
fieldtrips where they travelled to Chiangmai and other provinces. Such trips gave them opportunities to reflect on what
they studied in the classroom and apply it in a practical framework.

Another great event that happened this year was the visit of Rev Jesse Jackson as part of the International Peace Founda-
tiond6s Bridges Program. I would Iike to share with you the be

Best wishes and stay in touch,

Taranun (Bel) Laoboonchai (603), A

Rev Jesse Jackson Visits NIST:

The Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson Sr, Civil Rights leader and activist and President and Founder of the Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition, returned to Thailand and met NIST students once again as part of the International Peace Foundation's "Bridges
-Dialogues Towards a Culture of Peace" series programme that NIST sponsors.

On Friday, April 24, 2009the Reverend Jackson delivered a speech to NIST students in Years 11, 12 & 13, as well as
selected Elementary students, on the topic oBuilding a Cultur
the second time that Rev Jackson had met NIST students.

The first time was in November, 2003, when senior stu-

dents had the opportunity to listen to and meet Rev Jack-

son as part of the same Bridges Peace lecture series.

This time, Rev Jackson had been in the region for about a
week on the Bridges tour and had also met with Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejajiva at Government House just before
arriving at NIST to give his speech. He began on a positive
note with, oWe try to work to bui
tions within South East Asia, between people within these
regions and people around our world. We live in the one
world community, sometimes separated by language, but
connected by message, whatever the language may
be. We want to have access to drinkable water and health
care, decent wages, be free of violence and have a
chance to become educated and develop our minds and

our term of years. o

He continued by focusing on the choices in |Iife that the you
choices and consequences, | must live by the consequence of the choice | make; therefore | must notdegifade, self

destruct, do violence to others unless | want violence onto myself. We choose to live together as brothers and sisters and

not die apart as foolssr ed and yell ow, brown, bl ack or white we are all/l p
body. The only justification for | ooking dowrAtthisrstage®Reneone i s
Jackson had begun to involve students and other participants by making them repeat after him. He continued with a key

point of his message and reiterated that 0l tds easier to die
mind, to stop and give up than to struggle, to tear down than to build up, to hate and be afraid and indifferent, than to

have courage and |l ove, and |live together. ¢

In his attempt to foster a global climate of peace, equality and understanding, and how we will all have an active part in
this, including school student s, the decision makers of tomor
tear down walls and build our bridgesyoudr e our futur e, but youdr e dwhlatyoudast our f

affects the world now. 6

Rev Jackson then drew parallels between the multicultural school environment of NIST and how US President Obama was

partly schooled in Indonesia. He told NIST students of how this kind of pluralistic environment of ethics and religious
awareness was truly an asset and a foundation upon which the future of NIST students could be based. He discussed our
common humanity with O0You can dream beyond your predicament.
but there is a bottom line beyond those, and that is by how we treat the poor in the pit of life, the young in the morning of

|life, the elderly in the sunset of I|ife. Our generation can

The Reverendds talk was inspirational, highlighting the impor
significance to workersd rights, womends rights, childrends

time Rev Jackson has devoted to the School-Diaoguds Towaslsast udent s
Culture of Peaced programme.

After the talk, a Year 6 student expressed excitement with he
be the change, kids are our today as they are our tomorrowd.
words that | could never speak. Some words he said | didndét u
understood. ¢

According to NIST Headmaster, Mr Simon Leslie, ONIST has bee

with a variety of world leaders visiting the NIST campus. The Bridges programme gives young people an opportunity to

speak with and ask questions of Nobel Laureates and leading world figures who have contributed in a major way to the

betterment of others. They leave a lasting impression in the minds of young people and enable them to use their dialogue

to further enhance their knowledge of finding ways to produce







