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NIST Class of 1999 Reunion and All Class Reunion 

 
The NIST Alumni Association (NISTAA) is always working hard to keep in touch with everyone who passed 

through our NIST gate, in particular by organizing reunions and other social events. Our most recent reun-

ion was held on Saturday, July 18, 2009, at The Campus, in the Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok. This reunion 

was organized to specially celebrate the tenth year reunion of the Class of 1999. The function also served as 

a great opportunity for NIST alumni from all classes, teachers and former teachers to catch up and reignite 

their NIST sprit. 

 
The highlight of the reunion was the presence of Mr. Ananda Athukorala, former NIST teacher from 1995-

2003, who flew in from Sri Lanka to be our special guest of the night and to give the introduction for the 

Class of 1999.  During Mr. Anandaõs 

time at NIST, he was an outstanding 

homeroom teacher, Head of CAS, and 

Geography and TOK Teacher.  He 

was much loved by NIST students and 

a person from whom many alumni are 

still seeking words of wisdom. In addi-

tion, Adrian Watts, NIST Deputy 

Head and Kru Prapatsorn Charoen-

suk, NIST Thai Teacher, and Courtney 

Rodriguez also attended the reunion, 

making the night a memorable experi-

ence for all alumni.  Many thanks to 

Mr. Ananda, Mr. Watts , Kru Prapat-

sorn and Mr. Rod for their efforts to 

be with us that night! 

 
Over 145 guests attended the reunion of which 111 were NIST alumni.  The largest turnout came from the 

Class of 1999 and 2006.  It is important to note that this reunion was the biggest one NISTAA has organized 

to date and could be called one of the most successful reunions. Quoting Adrian Watts, ôóEveryone thor-

oughly enjoyed themselves and there was a fantastic spirit amongst all those who attendedé all the finishing 

touches were first class and added to the bonding of the evening.ó  The feedback from alumni themselves 

was also positive. Alumni liked the venue and enjoyed the set up of the events.  They are firm on attending 

the reunion next year and hope that there will be more teachers attending. 

 
It is apparent there is a progressive development for NISTAA in engaging alumni to keep in touch through 

reunion activities.  This year, NISTAA plans to establish a greater presence in the NIST community and is 

hoping to establish a relationship with the Class of 2010 even before they become Alumni. NISTAA also aims 

to persuade more current teachers to join our next Alumni event. 
 

If you have any comments or suggestions to help make NISTAA better, please feel free to drop me an email 

at taranunl@nist.ac.th 

 

 

Taranun Bel Laoboonchai (NISTõ03) 

NIST Alumni Relations Officer 

BACK TO  

HOMEROOM TIME 
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Welcome to the October  issue of  NISTAA NEXUS.  

 
The Class of 1999 Ten Year Reunion and All Class Reunion marked a wonderful ending for the summer season and re-

vealed prospects and possibilities for NISTAA to grow and expand its activities. Witnessed by the NIST spirit among the 

Alumni at the reunion and the high turn out, we can see that our NIST community is a strong and bonded one. On behalf of 

the School, we hope you enjoyed the party and will continue to support for our future events.  

 
The new school year at NIST began on August 10, 2009 featuring this yearõs annual theme: òSame Same But Differentõ 

that will be used as the theme for the School for two consecutive years. The theme captures the idea that every year we 

strive as a school to keep our core mission but also to improve and grow. The theme ôSame Same But Differentõ will also 

be used as the theme for NIST International Day which will take place at the NIST campus on Saturday, January 23, 2009. 

NIST alumni are welcome to join a fun day. More information about the event will be sent through emails and the NIST 

Website. 

 
Another important piece of news this year is the recent appointment of the new Chairman of the FIE, M.R. Preediyathorn 

Devakula to succeed Khun Mechai Viravaidya after his tenure of 13 years at NIST. For more information about M.R. Preedi-

yathorn and his career profile and achievements, please find the attached press release on page three.   

 
The Bridges program continues this year and we are expecting to welcome various speakers including Jackie Chan, the all-

time favorite action star in November as well as Oliver Stone, Hollywood Movie Director, in January just to name a few. 

 
This year, NISTAA plans to be more closely involved  with the School especially with students who will soon become alumni 

i.e. Years 11s-13s. One of the projects is to link the old and young generation of NIST students together through the ôNIST 

Link Projectõ. The project helps connect our Year 11s-Year 13s students with NIST alumni. I am hoping to have alumni co-

hosted a workshop or an informational session with our students on topics related to university or career guidance. If 

getting a session organized is difficult due to time constraints, we might send you a few standard questions to answer 

about your university or career and make that information available as a resource to our current students and alumni. It is 

always great to listen to stories from someone whoõs gone through such experience before, isnõt it. 

 
There are also a few other projects that NISTAA has planned to take on this year including the NIST Postcard Project for 

younger alumni and the development of social media as communication tools in our NIST community. If you would like to 

be part of any NISTAA projects, please drop me an email.  

 
Thank you to everyone who helps support NISTAA: from simply submitting a short òkeeping in touch messageó, to dropping 

by my office for lunch, and just hanging out. I look forward to seeing more of you in the near future.  

 

Best wishes and stay in touch,  

 

Taranun (Bel) Laoboonchai (ô03) 

Alumni Relations Officer  

 

 

 

 

 

NISTAA COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 2009-2010  

 

According to the by-laws, it is required that NISTAA, as an association, has an elected set of Committee Members to over-

see its ongoing activities. The Committee shall be in their position for a term of two years. The new Committee members 

will be in  power from 2009-2010. 

 

Committee Members:  

Mr. Simon Lesliie   President 

Rosalind Yunibhandu   Vice President 

Sunitaya Varaphan   Treasurer 

Mr. Adrian Watts   Receptionist 

Poonam Sachdev   Legal Liaison 

Taranun Laoboonchai (2003)  Secretary 

Jaemi Hodgson                      Committee Member 

Irene Boonwikrom (2000)  Committee Member 

Smita Swaminathan (1998)  Committee Member 

Ravi Patel (2001)   Committee Member 

Natalie Lasavanich (2003)  Committee Member   

Wanwipa Bandidwongpaisarn (2006) Committee Member 

Ramon Sachdev (2006)   Committee Member 

Nisanart Chirdkiatisak (2003)  Committee Member 

Vikram Bhatia (2006)   Committee Member 

Apisith Srichawla (2006)    Committee Member 

Paramee Well Smittinet (2006)   Committee Member 

Donald Thanakit Thanatham (2001)  Committee Member 

Karan Singhsachkul (2006)  Committee Member 

Tanatee Timothy Dessiriudom (2006) Committee Member 

 

Class Representatives: 

1997 ð     2004 - 

1998 ð Rosalind Yunibandhu  2005- 

1999 ð Sun-Hye Park   2006ð Phil Songsombat/Ramon Sachdev 

2000 ð Irene Boonwikrom  2007-  Adisara Zen Puangchompoo  

2001 ð Ravi Patel   2008-  

2002 ð Preeti Tanwani   2009-  

2003 ð Taranun Laoboonchai 

 

City Catalyst:  

London ð Thunj Chantramonklasri (2003) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NISTõs Foundation for International Education (FIE), the governing body of the School, recently met to 

conduct its normal business agenda as well as to appoint a new Chairperson.  

 
Following 13 years of dedicated and outstanding service to the Foundation for International Education 

(FIE), Khun Mechai Viravaidya has decided not to stand for another term as Chairman of the Foundation.  

Under Khun Mechaiõs Chairmanship, NIST has grown from a fledgling school into a prominent interna-

tional school known worldwide for its International Baccalaureate programmes and for its progressive 

approach to teaching and learning.  Khun Mechai has also overseen the physical redevelopment of the 

School during his tenure as Chairman. On behalf of the entire NIST community, we thank Khun Mechai 

for his commitment to our School.  Khun Mechai will retain a close connection with NIST as his two 

grandchildren are students at the School. 

 
At its last meeting, the Foundation for International Education (FIE) appointed M.R. Pridiyathorn Devakula 

to be the new Chairman of the Foundation (FIE), the governing body of the NIST School.   

 
The FIE consists of at least 18, and no more than 23 voting members, of whom the majority must be 

parents or guardians of a child or children at the school. The FIE meets at least twice a year and one of 

its main responsibilities is to appoint an Executive Committee (known as the Executive School Board) to 

oversee the School on its behalf.    

 
Khun Pridiyathorn is a well recognised personality in the Thai community having held many top govern-

ment postings over the years, and is currently on the Board of a number of top business organizations in 

Thailand.  

 
Having earned his bachelorõs degree in economics from Thammasat University, Khun Pridiyathorn then 

attended the University of Pennsylvaniaõs Wharton Business School where he received a masterõs degree 

in business administration.   Khun Pridiyathornõs career started at Thai Farmers Bank (now known as 

Kasikorn Bank) where he worked for almost 20 years in various positions including senior executive vice-

president and also as a member of the Board of Directors until he left the Bank in 1990.   He was Deputy 

Minister of Commerce for three consecutive administrations from mid-1991 through October 1992, and 

was the government spokesperson prior to that.    Notably, one of his most outstanding accomplishments 

was founding the Export-Import Bank of Thailand where Khun Pridiyathorn served as President from 

1993 to 2001.  

 
 His vast commercial banking experience and extensive hands-on knowledge of both micro and macro-

economic fundamentals firmly positioned Khun Pridiyathorn to take on the role of Central Bank Governor 

in 2001 where he worked until his resignation so as to take on the post of Thailand Deputy Prime Minis-

ter and Finance Minister in 2006.    

 
The management and faculty of NIST are both delighted and honored to have such a well-respected and 

knowledgeable statesman and business person to join our council of trustees.  Please join us in welcom-

ing Khun Pridiyathorn to our school.   
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