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INTRODUCING THE NEW ALUMNI MANAGER

I would like to welcome you to the new issue of the NISTAA Nexus with a quick introduc-
tion to who | am . | graduated in the
Class of 2004, a class 69 strong, de- -~
fined by our diverse and sometimes 1 A
challenging (but loveable) year group. ; n D
We tended to do things a bit differ- "
ently, for example it was our year who i
first started Senior Prank Day, a tradi- Some of the Class of 2004
tion which | am very glad to see is still
going strong. We also were the first,
and only class to ever graduate on campus it was a wonderful, intimate and unique cere-
mony. Since 2004 we have ended up all over the world, studying and working across
disciplines, some are married, some even have babies, and here | am, at NIST, feeling one
of those genuine full circle moments in life. | attended NIST for 12 years (from its open-
ing year) and really love and respect how things are done around here. It is wonderful to
be back, although | do wish these new walls were filled with more old, familiar faces.
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From Left: Kim, Karan, Me, Gerald, lina, Charles, MinHee, Alissa and Tui

In the past 7 years since graduating | have obtained my BA in Child Psychology from The
University of British Columbia and my MSc in Childhood Studies from The University of
Edi nburgh, |1 6ve fallen in I ove, and per hap:
committed myself to service (I loved CAS!). | spent a year of my life volunteering with
orphaned and vulnerable children across Kenya, cafounded a local NGO, and with my
family, we currently sponsor the most amaz-
ing little boy i Lennox Ochieng. Over the
years | have come back to NIST to maintain
my involvement with the community, |

value feeling connected and a part of our
wonderfully diverse community and | very
much look forward to the emails, conversa-
tions, reunions and updates to come. | am
really happy to be back at NIST and particu-
larly to be able to actively work towards our
sense of community, whether it be through establishing a professional network, corre-
sponding with alumni or working with alumni in CAS projects, social events or in giving
back to the school that gave us so much. T

| hope you are all well and happy!
All my best,

Jacqueline (Jako) Patterson
Communication, Community &

Alumni Relations Manager
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DID YOU KNOW?

9 That NIST will be celebrating
its 20 year anniversary next
year (2012).

i That there are almost 1,000
people who have graduated
from NIST!
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WHAT/WHERE/WHEN?

A class reunion for the Class of 2001 1 the whole 32 of them! Thankfully | remember
many of them well because Amanda (my sister) graduated in 2001. They are an interesting
bunch and are now working as DJs, celebrities, entrepreneurs, NGO workers, studying for a
postgraduate degree and more. During their NIST days | distinctly remember their drama
productions, like a Fella for Ella, all their love scandals, and a phase of INCO jeans and much
too baggy tshirts (they of course thought they looked great).

In those days NIST students did two years of IGCSE in year 10 and 11 and then IB in year 12
and 13. As a result students occasionally left NIST with their IGCSE marks and went straight

A NIST reunion. Ten year
reunion for the class of 2001
and all class reunion!
*Open Bar*

WHERE?

Sukhumvit Area

WHEN?

December 23rd 2011,

into university, | am optimistic that many of these early graduates will also attend as they are
too are an intrinsically important part of the class of 2001.

In addition, this is of course a whole school reunion for anyone who has ever attended NIST, |
am sure a great number of the Class of 2001 will be attending and hopefully many, many
more of you! NIST teachers and staff are also invited to attend, and yes | got the message, you
want Mr. Ananda to attend! He did fly in for a reunion two years ago but | will do my best.

I am in the midst of planning the reunion for December 23rd  (to ensure those flying
in from out of town can attend). Last year
cool, and sometimes even cold, weather. Imagine a sea of Thais wearing fleece , scarves and
sweaters it was great! This year *fingers crossed*, we will have similar cool winds passing
through and so in Ilight of popular demand t
top! Exact location is not yet finalized, but there are two solid contenders:

1) AmBar atFour Points Sheraton Soi 15 2) Radisson Suites Rooftop Soi 13

i Please complete this survey
if you have not already
done so:

www.surveymonkey.com/
s/7Y33RT9
we had fAwintero in

9 Check out the prospective
he veauenaton this ye

www.fourpoints.starwoodhote
Is.com

www.radisson.com

9 Please email me if you have
any feedback or input for
the reunion at:

Jpatterson@nist.ac.th
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WHATOS NEW A7

NIST STUDENTS TRAVEL TO TANZANIA

Over the Songkran break (April 2011) seven educati on has
Yr.11 students and two teachers visited
PeaceMatunda School & Orphanage at Ki-
mundo Village in Arusha, Tanzania (http://
peacematunda.org/ ) . Mr. Kaaya, the foun-
der of the PM school aims to provide educa-
tion for all children at the local village with
optional school fees. He also adopts children
living under poor conditions and provides
them with shelter, food and education.

The NI ST stude

pendence. 0
This was a great experiential education trip

for these students to _Tthea/ pa(\e/? crearteﬁi gT\)//ldeqt%ﬁha%red {h?\"e
journey with the NIST community

experience was truly amazing. Seeing the
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is a key role for changing the lives of these
children. It will bring them a step closer to
their dreams and to help them to under-
stand their roles in the society. It is not nec-
essarily to be able to breed them into doc-
tors and engineers but at least to a degree of
self-acknowledgement, creativity and inde-

childrenbés enthusi asm httpy/wiweyautube,coniiwaten? ol d e r

student 6s dreams and tféawregplayereembedded&g-6llanipdvt-88d e

towards the teachers, the importance of

NIST is engaged in a huge variety of service projects, for more informa-
tion please read 36/15 online at: http:/www.nist.ac.th/n_publications/
NIST_Magazine.aspx OF NIST blogs at: http://blogs.nist.ac.th/secondary/

Some of the Children from the
Mercy Centre . The DWBI team
visit the Mercy Centre every Satur-
day as well as organize events
benefiting the children who reside
there.

The DWBI team , Mr. Kim
(Secondary Counsellor) ,Mr. Mike
Thomas (director of the film) and
Bla (star of the film)

NIST HOSTS FILM SCREENING

A group of NIST students founded a group

Bl) as part of their CAS project. Since the inception of this group almost two years ago,
they have organized a great variety of events and have truly started a sustainable and

organized a
tigerd, an intimate and moving st drThaileaad out
who have been abandoned by society. The story focuses on two of the children over a
period of 3 years, and highlights the problems they encounter as they try to re-integrate

meaningful group. Most recently they

back into their communities

The director of the film, Mr. Mike Thomas explained the event in the following way:
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AOQur first educational scr eeniNewlnterratonabSchoal d ul e d
of Thailand (NIST) and we had asked Bla, the main character in our film, if he wanted to
attend. There were mixed feelings in Baan Gerda if it was a good idea or not however, he is

now 18 years old and keen to make his own decisions.

He was excited about the prospect of spending some time in Bangkok and watching himself

on the 'big screen'. He had already seen the film and was very happy and proud of his contri-

bution. Watching it in a strange setting with a group of people that you don't know is another
proposition entirely, especially when you share your innermost thoughts that you haven't

even disclosed to your friends.

The trip was also a good opportunity for Bla to gain some independence and become a little
more streetwise. Whilst Baan Gerda offers the most loving and caring environment for the

kids, it also presents challenges when they try to reintegrate into normal society. In

addition

to the everyday obstacles that teenagers have to navigate, these kids will also have to deal

with a society that largely discriminates against people with HIV.

We didn't get off to the best of starts as | attempted to meet him at the minivan terminus in
central Bangkok, only to find that he was already in a taxi heading towards the hotel. When |
finally made it there, | found him hanging around on the street with a disapproving grin and

suggesting that | need to i mprove my

To read more please visit: http://www.livingwiththetiger.com/component/content/
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The Class of 2011, 85 students who have now joined our ever expanding alumni group!

CLASS OF 2011 GRADUAE FROM NIST

On Saturday 28 May NIST welcomed its graduating Class of 2011 at the Sheraton Grande Sukhum-
vit. This milestone evening brought together the Class of 2011, family, friends, administrators and
teachers who had the privilege of knowing this diverse group of students. The collective feeling
was of pride.

What a journey it has been for this wonderful group of young adults, who are now embarking on a
new and exciting phase of their lives. A graduating class with character, 85 strong, came forward to
collect their NIST graduation diplomas as their families, friends and teachers watched on. This
graduating class illustrates an impressive history of academic, creative and serviceoriented suc-
cess. These characteristics were best illustrated in the wide array of universities and specializations
chosen, the creative displays of music highlighted throughout the evening by the students them-
selves, and through the stories told by those who know them best: their families, their peers, and
their teachers.

Speakers throughout the evening paid tribute to the unique characteristics of this class, to their
true 1B nature as individuals who: maturely challenge sources of power and knowledge, are pas-
sionately involved in their community, possess incredible creative talents, and achieve impressive
academic results.

Dr . Edward Roy Krishnan, the eveningds guest
three practical tips for the graduates to carry forward: to never stop learning, to know and accept
your strengths and your weaknesses, and to invest in relationships.

Two students represented their class of 2011 in their acceptance speeches for IB student of 2011
and for Valedictorian. Emily Chen was awarded IB student of 2011 for her well-roundedness and
commitment to service. She spoke eloquently of the importance of community and service, a
speech which had many in tears. The prestigious award of valedictorian is awarded on the basis of
outstanding academic achievement. Valedictorian Amal Dua had the audience in fits of laughter
with his true -to-self speech in which he spoke of the great potential of this graduating class and
reminded all to be thankful for the academic opportunities afforded them by NIST and their fami-
lies.

The graduates moved their tassels from the left over to the right and Mr. Simon Leslie officially
announced the Class of the 2011 as graduates of NIST. The evening of celebration continued as the
graduates celebrated amongst their families, friends and teachers. It was a night to remember and
we wish all the graduates the very best.

Congratulations to the Class of 2011 and welcome to NISTAA!

THE CLASS OF 2011

Interesting information about the
graduates:

bl 11 of the graduates attended
NIST for all 15 years of their
elementary and secondary
schooling.

bl 15 graduates achieve the Gold
International Youth Award
which mandates a minimum 18
months of participation and
includes 5 sections: service,
adventurous journey, skills,
physical recreation and a resi-
dential project!

1 25 graduates applied to The
University of British Columbia
and 7 will be attending.

1 The Class of 2011 submitted a
total of 547 applications to
universities across the world

1 Quite a few unique universities
will be attended this fall, includ-
ing: Billy Blue College of De-
sign, Les Roches Switzerland
School of Hotel Management,
The University of Montana and
The University of Groningen.
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