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NIST Graduates Head to Universities World-Wide 
 

NIST recently celebrated its graduation ceremony on Friday, May 

28, 2010.  The 97 members of the class of 2010 convened at the 

Landmark Hotel to receive their diplomas and congratulations from 

parents, teachers and friends.  Class Valedictorian JiYoung Park 

delivered her speech to loud applause. 

 
Following two years of hard work completing the International Bac-

calaureate programme (IB) at NIST, the entire class graduated 

successfully and are moving on to the next stage in their lives.  

NIST is expecting outstanding IB Diploma results when the external 

examination process is completed in July.  

 
The NIST Class of 2010 students will be heading to prestigious universi-

ties around the world to pursue their further education in various fields 

ranging from engineering, international relations to song-writing. This 

year, as usual, students were admitted to top universities such as Uni-

versity of California Berkeley, Georgetown University, London School of 

Economics and Political Science (LSE), Imperial College, Waseda Univer-

sity (Japan) ð to name but a few.  

 

 
JiYoung Park, a Korean native, was the Class of 2010 valedictorian. She will 

be studying Biochemistry at the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 

Technology in the Fall 2010. JiYoung attended NIST from Y11 to Y13 coming 

directly from the Korean national education system to the IB system.  

 

 

 
During her speech, JiYoung described her time at NIST as a busy and chal-

lenging journey. She talked about having fun, making friends, learning from 

her experiences as well as the traditional ôcramming before tests, staying up 

late to finish essays,, math portfolios and laboratory reportsõ Despite all the 

intensive workload, JiYoung felt it was certainly worth the effort and will 

have prepared her well for her future studies and work. 

 
As her final note, JiYoung expressed her greatest appreciation to parents, 

family members, teachers and friends for making her journey at NIST 

worthwhile. Saying farewell, JiYoung shared a quote from Richard Bach; 

òDon't be dismayed at goodbyes. A farewell is necessary before you can 

meet again. And meeting again, after moments in a lifetime, is certain for 

those who are friends." 

 
At NIST, we are very proud of our studentsõ achievements and the quality of 

the education we prepare them for their future. As a strong advocate of the IB curriculum, we strongly 

believe that the NIST education has assisted our students to become well-balance global citizens whom 

will become successful both academically and as an individual.  
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